
Commencement Ceremony (Cont.)

Oath & Honors

Provost Corner

Asian Pacific American Heritage Month

Conversations on Health & Politics

MOU West Signing & Collegiate 
Housing Services-Student Housing 

2

3

4

5

6

6

Student Affairs Newsletter
The Voice of the Mighty Lions: Department of Student Affairs Monthly Update

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

University Traditions

M
ay

/J
un

e 
20

17
 | 

Is
su

e 
08

Warm rays of sunlight cascaded from the baby blue sky, as over 200 Mighty Lions 
eagerly anticipated receiving their degrees from the esteemed Charles R. Drew 
University President Dr. David Carlisle. Monday, June 5, 2017 marked the 33rd Annual 
Commencement Ceremony. This university traditional event was held at the StubHub 
Center in Carson, California. 

It featured a unique array of celebratory offerings ranging from West African Drumming 
from Dembrebrah Drum Ensemble to captivating vocal melodies by Crenshaw High 
School Elite Choir and Band. Building synergy from the commencement theme, the 
keynote speaker, former Associate Justice of California Supreme Court honorable Cruz 
Reynoso, delivered an inspiration speech. His message hit notes of social justice, melodies 
of service and tones of heath care equality. Likewise, community activist Arturo Ybarra 
echoed similar themes as he was bestowed an honorary degree. 

The event crescendoed as graduates basked in there relentless pursuit and reflected on 
how they overcame countless challenges during the distribution of degrees. Student 
speaker Olivia Huerta, Masters of Science in Biomedical Sciences candidate, reminded 
fellow graduates to reach for the stars and use their new knowledge to change and 
challenge spaces by serving the underserved. The celebration continued as graduates, 
family, and friends enjoyed a delicious reception after the ceremony.      

 

Mighty Lion university traditions have 
culminated and it is time to celebrate! As 
always, it is my hope that this newsletter 
reflects the dynamic student community we 
share here at CDU. 

In this newsletter, we would like to 
draw special attention to 33rd Annual 
Commencement Ceremony, Oath and Honors 
events and highlight Conversations on Health 
and Politics, a series hosted by the Urban 
Public Health program, featuring Loretta 
Ross.  Through our continued celebration of 
our diversity, we highlight our Asian Pacific 
American Heritage Month celebration!

If you have celebrations to share, please 
submit selections to the Office of Student 
Affairs. Enjoy!

-Jinny Oh, Ed.D.  

Dean of Student Affairs

33rd Annual Commencement Ceremony 
“If you can imagine it, you can achieve it. If you can dream it, you can become it”-William Arthur Ward    
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University Traditions 

Oath and Honors
Each college at Charles R. Drew 
University celebrates the achievements 
of its graduating Mighty Lions by 
hosting annual Oath & Honors  banquet. 
Faculty, staff, families and friends 
participated in the event, as graduates 
of Associates of Science, Bachelors of 
Science, and Master’s Degree Programs 
received awards and recognition 
for academic achievement, clinical 
excellence, leadership and service. The 
College of Science and Health held 
their event on June 2, 2017 at The Reef 
in Long Beach, which provided scenic 
ocean views. The College of Medicine 
Oath and Honors banquet was at the 
Marina Del Rey Marriott Hotel on June 
1, 2017, giving way to the beautiful 
California coastline. Mervyn M. Dymally 
School of Nursing held their event on 
June 4, 2017 at the LAX Marriott Hotel as 
graduates danced the night away. These 
special events included congratulatory 
remarks by President and CEO Dr. David 
Carlisle, members of the executive 
management team, special guests and 
college deans including Dr. Hector 
Balcazar, Dr. Deborah Prothrow-Stith 
and Dr. Margaret Avila. Charles R. 
Drew University extends its deepest 
congratulations to the class of 2017!
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Congratulations to the Campus for another 
very successful University Commencement.  
We are grateful to the planning committee 
and to the leadership of Chief Jackie 
Brown for the success of this year’s 
Commencement.  

 Provost Corner
Steve O. Michael, PhD.

It is a joy to bring news of student 
accomplishments to you.  Cohort 
11 of our ELM program is ready for 
their NCLEX examination and I am 
delighted to announce our newly 
minted RN’s:

• Shelly Shrago

• Christine Titensky

• Kenechukwu Oranusi

I would also like to congratulate 
all students, faculty, and staff who 
received special awards at the last 
Oath and Honors.  You all did great 
and deserved to be recognized.

My special congratulations to 
the following students who were 
recently recognized by HBCU:

HBCU Scholarship Recipients

Emma Ngula (COSH, MPH Student)

Ogechukwu Okpala (MMDSON, MSN 
Student)

Kathy Rosales (MMDSON, MSN 
Student)

HBCU Book Grant Recipients

Antonia Johnson (COSH, MPA 
Student)

Lauren M. Gibbs (COM, Medical 
Student)

We continue to expand our school 
partnerships.  Recently, we signed 
MOUs with the LAUSD West and 
Lynwood Unified School District. 
Both events were very successful and 
attended by both parties’ students, 
administration, and staff.

Thank you.

Steve O. Michael, PhD
CDU Proud Provost
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In 1992, the United States Congress passed 
Public Law 102-450, which annually 
designated the month of May as Asian 
Pacific American Heritage Month. This 
heritage month encompasses all of the Asian 
continent and the Pacific Islands of Melanesia, 
Micronesia and Polynesia. Historically, the 
month of May holds great significance for the 
Asian Pacific American community. The first 
Japanese immigration to the United States 
was on May 7, 1843. Likewise, May 10, 1869 
marks the anniversary of the completion 
of the transcontinental railroad, whom the 
majority of workers were Chinese immigrants. 

In a continuous effort to celebrate the 
tapestry of diversity at CDU with cultural 
programming, the Division of Student Affairs 
sponsored A Festival of Food on Tuesday, 
May 23, 2017. This event commemorated 
the distinctive taste, aroma and tactile 
components of Asian Pacific American 
cuisine. Various food truck vendors blanketed 
the campus as sounds of K-Pop filled the air. 
School of Nursing Family Nurse Practitioner 
Director, Professor Jhocson invited former 
SON alum Ms. Jessica Hoffman who 
performed customary Polynesian dancing. 
The event was highly attended by the entire 
CDU community, with approximately 200 
visitors. 
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Let’s keep in touch!

Visit our website for more information
www.cdrewu.edu/students

Editors: Jinny Oh and Dakota McMahand

Special Thanks to William Paz-Leiva

Department of Student Affairs
Charles R. Drew University of 
Medicine and Science

phone: (323) 563-3343
email: studentaffairs@cdrewu.edu

Conversations on Health & Politics 

The Personal is Political:
A Call to End Violence

Monday May 1st, 2017, Conversations on Health 
and Politics, a series hosted by the Urban Public 
Health Program and sponsored in part by the 
Mission Maker Grant, featured The Personal is 
Political: A Call to End Violence.  Moderated by 
justice writer Aura Bogado, acclaimed reproductive 
justice advocate Loretta Ross explored an array of 
themes surrounding reproductive justice. 

The notion of reproductive justice splices two 
concepts reproductive rights and social justice as 
a vehicle to explore three major components: the 
right to have a child, the right to not have a child, 
and the right to raise a child in a safe environment. 
Ross provided deep insight into her personal 
journey and thought process for writing her new 
book “Reproductive Justice: An Introduction”. An 
open forum question and answer session allowed 
inquisitive students the opportunity to engage in 
meaningful dialogue. Eso Won Books sold copies 
of Ross’s latest book as she signed copies of her 
book after the discussion.      

The Student Housing Committee would 
like to announce the pending availability of 
University Housing here at CDU!  Over the last 
few months, our university leadership has been 
in negotiations with a variety of vendors to 
support both communal and independent living 
arrangements for incoming and continuing 
students – thank you for your patience as we 
finalize this process!  

Collegiate Housing Services (CHS) is a full-service 
student housing company dedicated to the 
coordination of all aspects of a college’s housing 
needs. CHS provides a full range of off campus 
housing services to students. 

Interested Mighty Lions can now submit the 
University Housing interest form here: 

https://goo.gl/iptsgG  

Once the form is submitted you will be contacted 
by Collegiate Housing Services (CHS) with 
additional information. 

LAUSD West MOU Signing

Tuesday, May 30, 2017 marks the signing of the 
LAUSD West Memorandum of Understanding 
between Charles R. Drew University of Medicine 
and Science and the Local District West of Los 
Angeles Unified School District. This agreement 
provides interested students with provisional 
early admission for juniors and provisional instant 
admission for seniors. The event featured musical 
offerings from the Crenshaw High School Elite 
Choir and Band as well as student speeches from 
various student leaders from Charles R. Drew 
University and Dorsey High School. Inspirational 
remarks were given by Superintendent Local 
District West Cheryl Hildreth, LAUSD District 4 
Board President Steve Zimmer and LAUSD District 
1 Board Vice President Dr. George McKenna III. 
The event closed with lunch, the introduction of 
the Instant Admit program and tours of the CDU 
campus. 

Collegiate Housing Services

Shared Apartment 
Student Housing
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